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would be passed upon. McCardle, a Mississippi
editor arrested for opposition to reconstruction
and convicted by military commission, appealed
to the Supreme Court, which asserted its jurisdic-
tion. But the radicals in alarm rushed through
Congress an act (March 27, 1868) which took
away from the Court its jurisdiction in cases aris-
ing under the reconstruction acts. The highest
court was thus silenced.

The attempt to remove the President from
office was the only part of the radical program
that failed, and this by the narrowest of margins.
During the spring and summer of 1866 there was
some talk among politicians of impeaching Presi-
dent Johnson, and in December a resolution was
introduced by Representative Ashley of Ohio
looking toward impeachment. Though the com-
mittee charged with the investigation of "the of-
ficial conduct of Andrew Johnson" reported that
enough testimony had been taken to justify fur-
ther inquiry, the House took no action. There
were no less than five attempts at impeachment
during the next year. Stevens, Butler, and others
were anxious to get the President out of the way,
but the majority were as yet unwilling to impeach
for merely political reasons. There were some